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Secretary, in the exercise of his exchange au-
thority, may accept title to any non-Federal
property in townships 65 and 66 south, ranges 28,
29, and 30 east, Monroe County, Florida, and in
exchange therefor convey to the grantor of such
property any federally owned property in the
State of Florida under his jurisdiction which he
classifies as suitable for exchange or other dis-
posal. The values of the properties so exchanged
either shall be approximately equal, or if they
are not approximately equal the values shall be
equalized by the payment of cash to the grantor
or to the Secretary as the circumstances re-
quire. The properties so acquired shall con-
stitute the National Key Deer Refuge, and shall
be administered by the Secretary of the Interior
in accordance with the laws and regulations re-
lating to the national wildlife refuges, includ-
ing, but not limited to, sections 664, 666a, and
666b of this title, relating to the conservation of
wildlife, fish, and game.

(Pub. L. 85-164, §1, Aug. 22, 1957, 71 Stat. 412;
Pub. L. 89-669, §10(a), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 930.)

AMENDMENTS

1966—Pub. L. 89-669 struck out one thousand acres
limitation on acquisition of property, substituted pro-
hibition against condemnation of lands within a one
thousand-foot zone adjacent to either side of U.S. High-
way Numbered 1 for the Key Deer National Wildlife
Refuge for former prohibition against condemnation of
lands on an island that is traversed at any point by
U.S. Highway Numbered 1, and required cash equali-
zation payment when making unequal exchanges of
properties.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 696a, 696b of
this title.

§696a. Acquisition of title to properties for Na-
tional Key Deer Refuge; rights-of-way and
easements

In furtherance of the aforesaid purposes, the
Secretary may take such action and make such
expenditures as he shall find to be necessary in
order to secure satisfactory title in the United
States to such properties, including the pay-
ment of expenses incidental to the location, ex-
amination, and survey of such lands and the ac-
quisition of title thereto; but no payment shall
be made for any such lands until the title there-
to shall be satisfactory to the Attorney General:
Provided, That the acquisition of such lands or
interests therein by the United States shall in
no case be defeated because of rights-of-ways,
easements, exceptions, and reservations which,
in the opinion of the Secretary of the Interior,
will not interfere materially with the use of
such properties for the purposes of sections 696
to 696b of this title.

(Pub. L. 85-164, §2, Aug. 22, 1957, 71 Stat. 412.)
SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 696b of this title.

§696b. Authorization of appropriations; limita-
tion

There is hereby authorized to be appropriated
from time to time out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such
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amounts as may be necessary to effectuate the
purposes of sections 696 to 696b of this title. The
Secretary shall not utilize more than $2,035,000
from appropriated funds for the acquisition of
land and interests in land for the purposes of
sections 696 to 696b of this title.

(Pub. L. 85-164, §3, Aug. 22, 1957, 71 Stat. 418;
Pub. L. 89-669, §10(b), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 930.)

AMENDMENTS

1966—Pub. L. 89-669 increased from $35,000 to $2,035,000
the limitation on funds for acquisition of land, provided
for such acquisition ‘‘for the purposes of sections 696 to
696b of this title”’, and struck out sentence which pro-
vided that exchange by the Secretary of lands and in-
terests therein shall not be considered an expenditure
from appropriated funds for acquisition of land.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 696a of this title.

§§ 697, 697a. Omitted

Sections, Pub. L. 87-119, Aug. 3, 1961, 75 Stat. 243,
which established the Wyandotte National Wildlife Ref-
uge to be administered by the Secretary of the Interior
in accordance with the laws and regulations relating to
national wildlife refuges, have been omitted because of
the limited scope of the subject matter. The Wyandotte
National Wildlife Refuge has been set out in the table
of National Wildlife Refuges under section 668dd of this
title.

§ 698. Big Thicket National Preserve
(a) Establishment

In order to assure the preservation, conserva-
tion, and protection of the natural, scenic, and
recreational values of a significant portion of
the Big Thicket area in the State of Texas and
to provide for the enhancement and public en-
joyment thereof, the Big Thicket National Pre-
serve is hereby established.

(b) Location; boundaries; publication in Federal
Register

The Big Thicket National Preserve (hereafter
referred to as the ‘‘preserve’’) shall include the
units generally depicted on the map entitled
“Big Thicket National Preserve’’, dated October
1992, and numbered 175-80008, which shall be on
file and available for public inspection in the of-
fices of the National Park Service, Department
of the Interior, and the offices of the Super-
intendent of the preserve. After advising the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the United States Senate and the Committee on
Natural Resources of the United States House of
Representatives, in writing, the Secretary of the
Interior (hereafter referred to as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’) may make minor revisions of the
boundaries of the preserve when necessary by
publication of a revised drawing or other bound-
ary description in the Federal Register. The
Secretary shall, as soon as practicable, but no
later than six months after October 11, 1974, pub-
lish a detailed description of the boundaries of
the preserve in the Federal Register. In estab-
lishing such boundaries, the Secretary shall lo-
cate stream corridor unit boundaries referenced
from the stream bank on each side thereof and
he shall further make every reasonable effort to
exclude from the units hereafter described any
improved year-round vresidential properties
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